
Unit 4:  Determining Meaning 

Grade Level:10th Grade 
Unit Name: Determining Meaning 
Pacing: 4-5 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
10RL1B:  Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative and connotative meanings, using 
context, affixes, or reference materials.  (DOK 2) 
 
10RL2C: Analyze the cumulative impact of specific 
word choices and syntax on meaning and tone. 
(DOK: 3) 
 
10RI1B:  Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in the text, including 
figurative, connotative, and content-specific 
meanings using context, affixes, or reference 
materials. (DOK 2) 
 
10W2A:  Follow a writing process to produce clear 
and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, style, and voice are appropriate to 
the task purpose, and audience; self-select and 
blend (when appropriate) previously learned 
narrative, expository, and argumentative writing 
techniques. (DOK 4) 

 
 
 

Learning Targets: 
 
10RL1B: 

● I will demonstrate the difference between 

connotative and denotative meanings of 

words in literary texts.  

● I will identify examples of figurative 

language and analyze why the author 

included them in a literary text.  

● I will use context clues to determine the 

meaning of words.  

● I will use affixes and their origins to help 
me determine the meaning of words.  

● I will use reference materials to determine 
the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in the fictional text. 

10RL2C:  
● I will demonstrate patterns of meaning and 

tone by analyzing specific word choice in 
fiction text. 

● I will analyze word choice to determine 
patterns (syntax) in a fictional text. 

● I will analyze word choice to determine the 
tone in a fictional text.. 

 
10RI1B: 

● I will demonstrate the difference between 

connotative and denotative meanings of 

words in a nonfiction text.  

● I will identify examples of figurative 

language and analyze why the author 

Supporting Standards:  
 
10RL1D: Using appropriate text, determine two or 
more themes in a text, analyze their development 
throughout the text, and relate the themes to life 
experiences; provide an objective and concise 
summary of the text. (DOK: 3) 
 
10RL2A: Analyze how an author's choices 
concerning how to structure a text, order events, 
or manipulate time impact the reader. (DOK: 3) 
 
10RL2B: Analyze how point of view is reflected in 
the characters, setting, and plot. (DOK: 3) 
 
10RL2D: Analyze how complex characters develop 
over the course of a text to advance the plot and 
develop the theme. (DOK: 3) 
 
10RL3D: Read and comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, and poems, 
independently and proficiently. (DOK: 2) 
 
10RI2A: Analyze how an author's choices 
concerning how to structure a text or sequence 
information impact the reader. (DOK: 3) 
 
10RI2B: Analyze how an author uses rhetoric to 
advance point of view or purpose.  
 
10RI2C: Analyze the cumulative impact of specific 
word choices and syntax on meaning and tone. 
 



included them in a nonfiction text.  

● I will use context clues to determine the 

meaning of words in a nonfiction text.  

● I will use affixes to determine the meaning 
of words in a nonfiction text.  

● I will use reference materials to determine 
the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in a nonfiction text.  

 
10W2A:  

● I will follow a writing process focusing 

on development, organization, style, 

and voice to produce clear and coherent 

writing. 

● I will follow a writing process 

appropriate to the task, purpose, and 

audience to produce clear and coherent 

writing. 

● I will self-select and blend previously 

learned narrative, expository, and 

argumentative writing techniques 

 

Big Ideas: 
 
Words are power. 

 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 
How does textual interaction enhance thinking, 
response, and creativity? 

 

Vocabulary: 
 
Setting 
Plot 
Character 
Conflict 
Point of View 
Theme 
Tone 
 
 
 

 


